
 

 

 

 

 

 

Bridgestone wraps up a successful first round of testing 
 
First Sepang Test 
31 January – 2 February 2012 
 
The first round of MotoGP testing for the 2012 season has been completed following the end of the first Sepang test 
with Bridgestone undertaking extensive assessment of its 2012 specification tyres. 
 
Repsol Honda’s Casey Stoner was the fastest rider in Sepang, with his time of 1:59.606 – a second faster than the 
best time from the corresponding test in 2011 – proving that the combination of the new 1000cc machines and 2012 
specification Bridgestone tyres is working well. Yamaha’s Jorge Lorenzo was overall second fastest ahead of 
Stoner’s stablemate Dani Pedrosa, the pair setting times of 2:00.198 and 2:00.256 respectively.  

 
Bridgestone’s focus in Sepang was evaluation of both the 2012 spec tyres and the specially developed experimental 
front tyre, with the data acquired to be incorporated into Bridgestone’s ongoing MotoGP tyre development 
programme. 
  
With track temperatures regularly soaring above 50°C, Sepang presented an opportunity to test the tyres for the 
upcoming MotoGP season in a vastly different environment from last November’s official group test in Valencia. 
Despite the different conditions, riders were happy with the feeling and warm-up characteristics the 2012 
specification tyres delivered. 
 
With the main technical aims for this year being improved warm-up performance and enhanced rider feel, the 
feedback on the tyres Bridgestone supplied to the private CRT test at Valencia (30-31 January) was also positive. 
The wider operating temperature range engineered into these tyres ensured optimum grip levels were achieved in 
quicker time, even though track temperatures in Spain did not exceed 17°C. 
 
Bridgestone’s consultation with Loris Capirossi also continued at Sepang, with a working plan for 2012 put in place 
to ensure an ongoing focus on rider safety. The regular liaison with Dorna’s new Safety Advisor was valuable in 
developing a clearer picture of the overall rider opinion of the current crop of tyres.   
 
Bridgestone now looks ahead to the next round of MotoGP tests and will supply tyres and technical engineers for 
both the private CRT test at Jerez on February 20-22 and the second Sepang test, from February 28-March 1. 
 
Tohru Ubukata - General Manager, Bridgestone Motorsport Tyre Development Department 
“Our objective for the Sepang test was to evaluate how the 2012 specification tyres performed in the hottest 
temperatures possible, and in this respect we are very pleased with the feedback we received from riders in 
Malaysia. 
 
“Our meetings with Dorna Safety Advisor Loris Capirossi were very productive and his experience with Bridgestone 
tyres and relationship with the riders are valuable in understanding the relationship between rider, bike and tyre.  
The presence of a Safety Advisor in MotoGP is a welcome addition and we will continue our collaboration with Loris 
throughout the year. 
  
“The technical data and rider feedback we gathered during testing is of great importance to our MotoGP tyre 
development programme and I want to thank all the teams and riders for giving their valuable time in helping us 
achieve our objectives.” 
 
Loris Capirossi – Safety Advisor to Dorna 
“I am very happy to resume my collaboration with Bridgestone and look forward to working together throughout the 
season. Personally, I feel this was a very positive test and another step in the right direction after our last meeting in 
Valencia. 
 
“In my discussions with riders, the general feeling is that the 2012 specification tyres are very good and they are 
happy with the feeling they offer. Also, the experimental front tyre helped give the riders an understanding of  
Bridgestone’s development direction.” 
 
Bridgestone slick compounds available: 

 Sepang – Front: Hard & Extra-Hard; Rear: Medium & Hard 

 Valencia – Front: Soft & Medium; Rear: Medium & Hard (asymmetric) 



 
 
 
 
 
  

 
First Sepang MotoGP test – combined times 
 

Pos Rider Team Fastest lap Total laps 

1 Casey Stoner Repsol Honda Team 1:59.607 50 

2 Jorge Lorenzo Yamaha Factory Racing 2:00.198 105 

3 Dani Pedrosa Repsol Honda Team 2:00.256 109 

4 Ben Spies Yamaha Factory Racing 2:00.495 81 

5 Valentino Rossi Ducati Team 2:00.824 129 

6 Hector Barbera Pramac Racing Team 2:00.929 131 

7 Cal Crutchlow Monster Yamaha Tech 3 2:01.108 100 

8 Andrea Dovizioso Monster Yamaha Tech 3 2:01.257 102 

9 Alvaro Bautista San Carlo Honda Gresini 2:01.384 125 

10 Nicky Hayden Ducati Team 2:01.729 93 

11 Stefan Bradl LCR Honda 2:01.894 123 

12 Karel Abraham Cardion AB Motoracing 2:02.218 149 

13 Katsuyuki Nakasuga Yamaha Factory 2:02.334 99 

14 Franco Battaini Ducati Team 2:03.033 108 

15 Colin Edwards NGM Mobile Forward Racing 2:04.722 94 

16 Ivan Silva Avintia Racing 2:08.225 69 

17 Robertino Pietri Avintia Racing 2:09.640 21 

18 Jordi Torres Avintia Racing 2:10.184 73 

 
Bridgestone Motorsport Website: www.bridgestonemotorsport.com 
Official Bridgestone MotoGP Twitter: http://twitter.com/BSMotoGP  

 
For further information please contact: 
Carmine Moscaritolo – MotoGP Press Officer Mob: +44 7881 919 855 

E-mail: carminem@bsmotorsport.com 
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